
West Bridgewater Historical Commission

Meeting Minutes

December 5, 2016

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall – Small Conference Room

Called to Order:  6:09 P.M.

Present:  Commission Members Jim Benson, Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Dorna Bevis, 
Chris Newman and Jon Ames II

Quorum met with all seven members present

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of the September 12, 2016 meeting.  After review members 
found three corrections, Bob moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Tom seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously.

Joan said that there was nothing to update on the Operating Budget or the two donations accounts.  
Chris gave Joan $7.00 in cash from the donation jar collected from the second opening of the Town 
Museum.  Joan said she would deposit it in the Museum Donation Account.  Jim stated now that we 
have donations coming into the Museum, it would be nice to convert the Museum Donation Account 
into a revolving account.  Joan said she would speak to the Town Accountant about it.

Jim addressed several pieces of correspondence most from the Building Department and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  After review the members agreed that none of the correspondence affected the 
West Bridgewater Historical Commission.

On the agenda under old business, Chris gave detailed counts on the DVD’s and books available for sale 
as of October 31, 2016.   Also, Jim gave Joan an invoice from Arcadia for the latest book purchase and 
informed the members that Ben Smith will be doing a DVD of the Grand Opening of the Town Museum.

The meeting then addressed new business.  First on the agenda was the Boston Post Cane.  After 
discussion, a motion was made and seconded that Chris Newman be appointed to contact the top three 
eligible individuals in order of seniority to see If they would like to receive the Cane.  The motion passed 
unanimously.

The meeting continued addressing new business items.  Jim thought that the Museum opening went 
well with good coverage by the Enterprise and said that he would write thank you notes to the 
individuals helping in the museum opening and will email a list to members.  Jim added that some items 
should be removed from the museum for the winter and that the Commission should start making an 
inventory of the items owned by the West Bridgewater Historical Commission.
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Jim said Selectman Jerry Lawrence told him that the Lyons Club wants to help the West Bridgewater 
Historical Commission by donating something to the Town Museum.  Jim thought that maybe a heating 
system or a motion detector alarm system would be good suggestions.

Other new business items discussed included the Howard Stone and the Alger Bridge Stone, museum 
deed of gift and loan documents and future exhibit topics including a train station display.

Jim asked if there was any more new business.   Hearing none, Chris moved to adjourn, Bob seconded 
and the motion to adjourn passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:53 P.M.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday January 9, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. in one of the Town Hall 
Conference Rooms

Respectfully submitted by Thomas McAndrew

 


